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Close reading purpose:
Authors use specific words to describe how characters are feeling. 

Use context clues to determine the meaning of the words.

Word/phrase Context clues My definition

pleasantly interested

Paragraph: 8
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contemptuously

Paragraph: 23
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frightfully sorry
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exulting in his 
ignorance

Paragraph: 35
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Paragraph 17 says that Peter “gulped.” What does this tell you about how 
Peter is feeling? Choose all that apply.

A. He must be very thirsty.

B. He is feeling scared.

C. Peter is feeling insecure about his short name.

D. Peter is nervous because he is lying when he says, “It doesn’t matter.”
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